Forklift Know-How on
Safety and Compliance
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The New Powered Industrial Truck Operator Training

Requirements—What Safety Professionals Should Know

Continued from page 1

truck’s Longitudinal and Lateral stability—in
laymen’s terms, how much weight the
powered industrial truck can lift, how long
the can load be, the composition of the
load weight, how high the load can be Lifred
before the capacity is reduced, ground/
floor conditions, etc. The equipment -
installed at the factory or by the distributor
or other modifications (fork attachment
adaptation) will determine the truck’s net
lifting capacity. For example, a common
fork lift that can be rented at your local
distributor will have a 5,000 pound capacity
chassis at a 24" Load Center and a 187" TSU
(triple stage upright) mast with a Class II
side shifter. The net capacity of the Nissan
C50 will be 4,400 pounds at a 24" Load
Center to a height of 187 inches: 2 similarly
€quipped Nissan P50 will have a net capac-
ity of 3,975 pounds. Although these trucks
come from the same manufacturer and
each has a chassis capacity of 5,000
pounds, the net capacity will differ with
different equipment—cushion or pneumatic
style; two, three, or four stage mast; make
and model of side shifter. Other factors
would be a different manufacturer, height
the load can be lifted, tire configuration,
load center, etc.
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Most people believe that all you need to
do is look at the capacity tag to determine
the load center. Unfortunately, many capac-
ity tags are not changed when the lift is
modified with any of the above. Most tags,
if correct, only indicate the capacity at a
given load center at a maximum elevation
and not when the capacity starts to
change—if the Load Center of the load is
further from the truck than designed, the
capacity of the truck will change.
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[1910.178 D3N] The type/condi-
tion of the surface needs to be covered in
the training since different types of lifts will
have different gradeability, ground clear-
ance, and suspension systems. These differ-
ences can cause the truck to be down-rated
when operated on different floor and
ground conditions resulting in reduced

lateral stability and stopping ability. Some
powered industrial trucks are designed to
operate only on smooth floors. An example
is a Reach Truck on uneven floors where
the truck becomes unstable and the drive
tire may leave the ground, making stopping
next to impossible.
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[1910.178 MB3)GED®B)] is a major
concern. This is what determines the Load
Center of any load. Does the load start off
with a 24" Load Center but move to 30"
when the operator steps on the brakes? The
type of material that is being handled and
how the load is placed can make the Load
Center of the load change. When the Load
Center changes, the Longitudinal stability
decreases and the lift can become unstable.
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(1910.178 DB3YGAD(C & E)] All lift trucks
have a set space requirement for them to
operate safely—making turns, stacking,
unstacking material. The operator needs to
know the safety operating distances in
order to get in and out of tight areas with-
out hitting something or someone. Bent
racks and damaged product are indications
that the operator may not have had safe
operating clearances or the operator may
not be trained/evaluated in safe operations
(“right angle stack” positioning of the
truck).
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[1910.178 MGR)DK)] The trainer needs
to address the type of fuel or battery (wet
or dry) system and how the operator
should inspect it as part of the daily inspec-
tion. The operator should also be instructed
in how to charge the bateries or how 1o
change/fill LP tanks, if that will be part of
the operator’s duties.

Other regulatory required subject areas
that the trainer must include in the opera-
tors’ training program are operating limita-
tions [1910.178 MB)A(L)], vehicle inspec-
tion [1910.178 MBYD(], and work related
topics [1910.178 DB3)GED(A-F)].

The National Electronic Injury
Surveillance Systems (NEISS) reported in
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